
 

Hugh T. Gregory 
American Legion Post 63 

271 West Plant Street 
Winter Garden, FL 34787-3011 

Phone:  407-656-6361 
 

Commander, 

 

The American Legion, the largest war time Veterans Service Organization in the world, invites you to 

participate in the 5th Annual Winter Garden American legion Challenge 22 Suicide Awareness Event 

on November 13th, 2021.  Our goal is to raise $100,000 and have over 1,500 participants.  For the past 

three years, we have been holding events across the State of Florida to raise community awareness to the 

fact there are 22 veterans committing suicide everyday due to Post Traumatic Stress (PTS).  This year’s 

event will include a 2.2 mile walk along with an Americanism ceremony, live music, food, and lots of 

fun.  The event starts at 10am (registration at 9am) at Veteran’s Memorial Park at 420 park Ave, Winter 

Garden FL. 

 

The purpose of this email is to formally invite your JROTC unit to participate.  One way to stop veteran 

suicide is to educate those potentially entering the service someday about the signs and causes of PTS and 

what they can do to be treated.  Your Cadets are part of our future leaders, so this is a great way to 

educate them early.  We understand that you have limited time and many opportunities, so as part of our 

Americanism Program where the American legion supports our JROTC units, we have set up the 

following incentive plan for participation: 

 

• 1st Place - $750 cash award 

• 2nd Place - $500 cash award 

• 3rd Place - $250 cash award 

 

The awards will be based on the total participation rate of your unit.  For instance, if you have 100 cadets, 

and 99 shows up; your participation rate would be 99%.  If you have 30 cadets, and 30 show up, you will 

have 100% and would finish ahead of the other unit.  In the event of ties, (in the case where we have 

several units with the same percentage), then the tie breaker would be the total number of participants 

from your school (cadets, parents, other clubs/students) as a percentage of the unit strength; with the 

winner being most-likely well over 100%.  The goal is to invite as many from your school as well as 

parents to participate. 

 

We will have an area set up for bus parking if you chose to come together.  The uniform of the day is 

whatever you chose.  Most will be wearing PT gear and carrying packs, so bring them if you desire.  But a 

matching school T-shirt or PT shirt is perfectly acceptable and would help promote your unit. 

 



Please call me directly if you have any questions, but we feel that with your participation and support, we 

can make this the BIGGEST event in the country when it comes to raising awareness to this epidemic that 

the veteran community is facing. 

 

So we can secure a place for your JROTC team; please send an email with the following information to: 

AmericanLegion63@cfl.rr.com  

 

1) Name of JROTC team 

2) Approximate number of attendees 

 

 

Regards 

 

 

Kurt Gies 

CDR, CEC, USNR-Ret 

Post 63 Commander 

407-701-9416 cell 

 

Please check out this YouTube video of a previous event.  As you can see it was impressive and a lot of 

fun! 

 

https://youtu.be/CVLs4zdKBxw 
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